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Uhuru coaanmlcationl, Inc.
56 Whi tney Street
Binghamton, NY 13902

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

TO

April 22, 1991 .

P.06/12

I am making a request for. copy of the WCI-FM Public Inspection File.
A reasonable amount of 11SQney will be paid to reproduce a copy of the Public
Inlpection File.

Attached you will find a copy of the FCC rulea allowing a copy to be
furnished me within seven (7) days of receipt of t"h1s letter.

Thank Y9U.

Sincerely.

Mark Polov1ck

MP:c1eo
Attacbllent

WSIG PUBUC TELEVlStON and RAO#O
r.o. &-"X XOO I3fng.~m:on. flltJw 'rbri<' 1:J9!~2 i5(m 71S-'.1iOO
;'·1X: ,~O;) '::"~~-7.'2!3 :::,;olos: 53' G.:;~';; P{'l~d. '\~SUI, NY 11350
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j APR-24-1991 13: 56 FRCI1 TO P.e?/12

(U) Material bavtnr a IUb.tutJal btuinc on _ tt.~ which
Sa the lubjeat of .. claim apiAM th, Jioen , 01' relatJnC
to .Ul FCC in".,tlptlon 01' .. coaIp1alnt to the FCC or
Which tbe Uoen... hu been aclvteed. ahlW be HtaiMcl
until the liceneee ia DOtUIecl In writblr that tbe ..\erial
IU7 be disC&t"<Jed, or, it the 1DattU' SI • priY,te one,
the o1aim bd bMn ..Ualiees 01' Sa bUl'ecl b)" NtutM
of ua.1tatlon.. "beN In 8PPUcation 01' relat.d _terial
IDcorpcI1'at.. b7. f'tf.~ ...tIriIl ill an ..Uel" applica
tion and mat,rill acncemillr pfOII'UDlnC IIUS l"Ilattd
..ttu'l (sectton IV anel f'tlated material), the 1Ute11al
II) refeni"cS to .hall be ntlined .. alODC .. the IIPplloa
tiDn ref'rriJlr to it.

~m Cop•• of In" lIIaterial requlf'td to 1M. In the public me 0' uy
epp1ieUlt for a coutl"uatioD PftIDit, 01' parlll1tt.. fir Ifaen... or InY
DOnC:Onll.rcla1 educational TV Or· radio mUon shall be .Tat1ab!e for
iiCiUiii f'tpi'OductiOn upon reqveat made In penon. ~d the re
que8ttnl part)" lIhall pay the zoepon_ble co.t, of rt})t'Oduction. &eql.left.
for lMChm. copies shill be tultUIed at a location specified by the *1'PU
cant. permittee or licen.... within. rtiallOnable period of timt which,
m DO event. .hall be tone-I" thl1\ ..ven days uftle.. reproduction 18C1ll
ties are unavaSlable in the applicant'., permitt..', or llc.n..•• community.
The applicant. permittee or !ken... 1f not required to honor reque6Cs
~ by aWl. but may do so if it ao ehOOMa.

i.· (

•

••

•

WASHDfCTON, D.C.
-...-

COPYRIGHT, 1188

April 3, 1185
IdltOC"ial Arndt.
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ATTACHMENT 5

Declaration of Scott Anglehart
(Records from NTIA, u.S. Department of Commerce)
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DBCLQUXOI

I, SCOTT B. AlGLBBART, BSQ., hereby declare as follows:

1. I am an attorney practicinq with the law firm of
Twininq, Nemia, Hill & Steflik in Binqhamton, New York and am
admitted to practice in the state of New York.

2. In response to my request therefore, I received the
attached documents by mail from K. WaYne Weaver, Counsel to the
Inspector General of the united states Department of Commerce.
These records reqard the final investiqative report pertaininq to
Ashimba A. Tariq of Uhuru Communications, Inc., contained in File
No. 88NY16-2255. Parts of the report have been withheld pursuant
to exemptions b(2), b(6), and b(7)(C) of the Freedom of
Information Act.

I declare under penalty of perjury that, to the best of my
knowledqe, the foreqoinq is true and correct.

Dated: Binqhamton, New York
April 29, 1991

Declar.2/jn



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Office of Inspector Generel
Washington, D.C. 20230

AUG I 7 1990

Scott B. Anglehart, Esq.
Twining, Nemia, Hill & Steflik
S3 Front Street

~. Binghamton, NY 13902-1750

Dear Mr. Anglehart:

This responds to your letter of August 10, 1990 requesting
access to a copy of the final investigative report pertaining
to Ashimba A. Tariq, Uhuru Communications, Inc., which is
contained in File No. 88NY16-2255.

We have reviewed this report under the terms of the Freedom
of Information Act (FOIA) and have determined that it must be
partially withheld pursuant to exemptions b(2), b(6), and
b(7) (C) of the FOIA. These exemptions are explained in
Appendix A. A redacted copy of the report is enclosed.

Your administrative appeal rights, should you wish to request
a review of this partial denial, are explained in Appendix B.
If you have any questions, please contact Nori Huckabay, of
my staff, at (202) 377-5992.

Sincerely,

L~~~~vr:!~
Counsel to the Inspector General

Enclosures
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APPENDIX A

EXEMPTIONS FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER
THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT--5 U.S.C. §552

(EXEMPTIONS THAT APPLY TO YOUR REQUEST ARE CHECKED BELOW.)

Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. §552(b), the Freedom of Information Act
permits us to withhold information that is--

(l)(A) specifically authorized under rules established by
an Executive Order to be kept secret in the interest of
national defense or foreign policy and (B) are in fact
properly classified under such order;

"/( 2) r e1ate d sol ely tot he i nt ern alp e r son ne1 r u1esan d
-- practices of an agency;

(3) specifically exempt from disclosure by statute, provided
t hat s uc h s tat ute:

(A) requires that the matters be withheld from the
public so as to leave no discretion on the ;ssue, or

(B) establishes particular criteria for withholding or
refers to particular kinds of matters to be withneld;

(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information
obtained from a person and privileged or confidential;

(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memoranda consisting of
predecisional advice, opinions, or recommendations;

'-..../ v(6) personnel and medical files and Similar files the
-- disclosure of which constitutes a cl early unwarranted

invasion of personal privacy;·

v(7) investigatory records compiled for 1 aw enforcement
-- purposes, but only to the extent that the production of

such records:

__ (A) could reasonably be expected to interfere with
criminal, civil, or administrative enforcement
proc eedin 9s ,

__ (B) would deprive a person of a right to a fa~r'

trial or impartial adjudication,



--..:. (D)

'.

Appendix A
Page Two

~(C) could reasonably be expected to constitute an
unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.

could reasonably be expected to disclose the
identity of a confidential source. and for a
record compiled by a criminal law enforcement
authority in the course of a criminal investigation.
or by an agency conducting a 1awful national security
intelligence investigation. confidential information
fur nish edon1y by the con f ide nt i a1 sou rc e •

(E) would disclose investigative techniques and procedures,

(F) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or
ph Ysic a1 s af et y 0 f 1awe nfore em en t per son ne1 ;

_ (8) contained in or related to examination. operating.
or condition reports prepared by or for any agency
responsible for the regulation or supervision of
financial institutions;

(9) geological and geophysical information about wells.
including maps.



APPENDIX B

ADMINISTRATIVE APPEAL RIGHTS

The Freedom of Information Act accords you the right to
request a review of our determination to withhold documents
from you. You may file an appeal with the General Counsel,
the Department's FOIA Appeals Officer, within 30 days after
(1) the date of this determination to withhold records, or
(2) if some records are released at a later date, the date
that the last records are released.

Plainly mark both your written request and your envelope with
the words "Freedom of Information Appeal."

The appeal must contain the following information:

o your name and address,

o a copy of your initial request to us,

o a copy of the letter denying your request,

o the reason you believe that such records or information
should be made available to you, and

o the reason you believe that our withholding was 1n error.

Mail your appeal to:

The General Counsel
Department of Commerce
Room 5879
14th &Constitution Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20230 .

For your information, the Department's rules implementing the
Freedom of Information Act were published 1n the Code of
Federa1 Reg u1at 10 ns (s ee 15 C. F. R. §4. 8).
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Office of Inspector General
Washington. C.C. 2C230

MEMORANDUM FOR: JANICE OBUCHOWSKI
Assistant Secretary for '. .
Communications and Information

FROM:

SUBJECT:
.1 .•• '.

FREDERICK J. PINCIARO
Assistant Inspector General
for Investigations

ASHIMBA A. TARIQ
Former Executive Director
UHURU communications, Inc.
PROGRAM FRAUD
88NY16-2255

" .

Attached is an Abstract of Investigation which summarizes the
findings of the captioned investigation.

In August 1987, JOANN ANDERSON, Program Officer,:. for the
National Telecommunications and Information Administration

..... (NTIA), Public. Telecommunications Facilities Program (PTFP),
... '.. '::corlduc'tea=in: on' site' inspectfon of the r-a,4io .,~:t~~~.on·,._Q~~U ..... _

..._.__... Communications, Inc. (WCI), located in Binghamton"" New York:' ,
WOCI, a minority operated radio station had received a'$55,138
PTFP grant in 1986, to purchase and install broadcasting
equipment, per the grant agreement.

During the inspection Anderson was only able to account for
$44,000 of the grant funds, and some documents needed to
substantiate equipment purchases were missing. NTIA also
received allegations that some of the eqUipment shown to
ANDERSON during her on site inspection was not PTFP equipment.

~ .. ..
Base(i'hup5n~t.his"'lnformation,· the' New York--Regienal ,O.t.t.i.9!it:...9.f_4.l....... _..
Investigations initiated an investigation to determine the . .... -
disposition of the grant funds and to determine the extent of
which ASHIMBA A. TARIQ, the Executive Director of WOCI" was
involved in possible criminal or civil violations concerning
misappropriation or theft of gra~t funds •

•
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This investigation substantiated the following: .

1. In August 1985, WOCI was awarded a $55,138 PTFP grant.
The purpose of the grant was to provide funding for
equipment purchases as well as installation costs,
necessary to develop a minority owne~ ra~io station •

.
2. The grant was paid in two installments, in'the amounts

of $35,100.55 dated March 28, 1986, and $20,037.45
dated May 5, 1986, respectively. Both checks were
deposited into the WOCI general checking account,
account number 36-073838-9 at Binghamton Savings
Bank in Binghamton, New York. The grant recipient
was not required to maintain the funds in a separate
account, and the funds were intermingled with other
funds.

3. Major expenditures for equipment by WOCI c~mmenced

upon receipt and deposit of the first grant. check
on March 31, 1986. Prior to the receipt of the
NTIA grant , WUCI had received funding from the
HOYT Foundation, Gannett Foundation and·.the New
York state Council of the Arts, during 1985.

. These funds were utilized to pay administrative
. - '.;' '.~'": .-;. ...:~:; ..~..-. .:and.-operating expenses, with .th.e~.exc_eption~of. . .~.""

....... ~. ,::' :. . - ·$-3 )"575 i~·.Jioyt::Foundation·Funds, used.. as·. a ~epQ$it: '~-.~' _ :~~. .
.. on .equipme%)t being purchased from Quality

Broadcasting.

""-./.

4. The grant money was expended as follows:

A. $36,070.77 was used to purchase PTFP equipment.

B. $8,047.37 was used to pay administ~ative and
operating expenses.

~., , ".::.,. r •• "",. r ••••• · ·c.· . -$6,094' was used,to pa
.............. ~. ,,,"_I ...... " •.•.I·.. ; ..,...·:-.. :.~ ~ '1related.·.expensesof

jazz performer.

and .... -_ ......

, a 'b(;'r'b l';C
o. $3,118.33 was used to repay a loan to the

Islamic Organization of the Southern Tier,
located in Binghamton, New York.

E. $1,700 was used to satisfy paYment en a bad check
made payable to another performer,

bfc,
F. The remaining $107.53 was also used to 1iIIiIiIIr

paYment on another bad check written to

•
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5. It became apparent from the analysis of WOCI financial
records that WOCI relied heavily on local, state and
federal funding, just to meet its day to day operational
expenses. The station generated very little income
on its own.

6. ASHIMBA A. TARIQ, who was the Executive Director of
WOCI, had an extensive criminal background 'dating back
to 1958. He is presently serving a two to six year
sentence at the Wende Correctional Center; in Alden,
New York, for possession of narcotics and"criminal

, l.,(b1 c.. possession of a weapon. T}..RIQ, along with _
P ......" Grants Coordinator for w~CI, who c~~Tm~d""'"

was TARIQ's wife, had complete control of WOCI's
finances. TARIQ and.......were also the only ones
with check writing authority. Both claimed that. when
equipment was purchased with PTFP funds, a notation
was made on tha check or check stub, indic~ting that
the equipment was purchased with PTFP funds. Only a
few of the checks contained this notation. '.

7. Bank records were analyzed to determine '.if, there was
a theft of funds by TARIQ. On October 29,'1986, TARIQ

· paid a rivate contractor~ ..$968.77,
,~,"~'-';:~~~-"'"':"::::'::~:"=~'~wi~ha 'wuCI c ec • ta~ed.had p.aved..:the
.... -' '.. -' _"" -.... -\-- "-"dr~veway :-at ·:TARIQ's... ona res~denc.e,;.and.~had. not .....__ .. , .
· -.-.. performed ,any services for the radio sta'tion:' "cash'-' .""-".'-.

withdrawals by TARIQ and checks to cash wrItten' alia'
negotiated by TARIQ were also discovered, however the
disposition of these funds could not be determined •

. Paula Conan, Assistant United states Attorney CAUSA)
for the Northern District of New York, was advised of

.~ the circumstances of the theft, however, .prosecution
was declined because the amount of the theft fell
below the statuatory minimum for 18 U.S.C •.666.

· ,_" Also, TARIQ was serving a two to six year sentence,
for'we'aporis and narcotics charges ';-. '-' •. _- ......_~.... - .,'

~~-' ~_... - :..... -._ ." ,..,._0,.....,. ,.... 0.... "'. _.... o. ... ~ : •• _ I

• -. .- •.•" -._.". - _. • ,10 ",•• " _ : .

No other criminal violations were uncovered •. .. " .
8. Name checks were not requested for TARIQ or his board

members.

9. There was no information in the grant files to indicate
what credentials, if any, TARIQ, or his board members
possessed•

•
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10. the Chief Engineer, for WOCI, who was also
an engineer and board member for WHRW, the local college
radio station, appeared to be the only board member
who possessed the broadcasting expertise required.

11. Based on the interviews of various board members it was
determined that TARIQ was given sole authority over
the radio station's operation, and received very little
assistance from them. The board members acted only
when they discovered the station was in'financial
distress. While TARIQ was board president, the

'. .board membership changed several times. . . f'

12. During TARIQ's tenure, WOCI violated several of the
'grant requirements. Quarterly reports were ~ot

~ filed ti~ely. WOCI was delinquent in filing a lien
declaring the Government's interest in PTFP equip~ent.

PTFP funds were misappropriated. Insurance on the
PTFP equipment was allowed to lapse. Equipment
was stolen and was not reported to NTIA during the
inspection. The stolen equipment was'~hen listed in
the lien, though it was no longer in WU~I possession.
When the lien was submitted to NTIA, ANDERSON had been'

.' '.~'- _···..,_·_~·-···:-··advised of the theft of the RAMSA "Console.' However
..-. _.. _."":.... "",,::,"';'she stillapprov.ed·:the .1i~n.yith··tlje.Ttenl.~·on...the.lis~~ .._· .. ·_

Used equipment was substituted f.or n'ew without"-NTIA '~"'.. - _....
approval. other equip~ent was obtained put: "never
never paid for, while some equipment specified in the
in the approved grant list was never purchased at all.
'TARIQ also signed a collateral agreement, pledging the
equipment as collateral to secure a loan from the
Islamic Organization of the Southern Tier.

13. When JOANN ANDERSON, Program Officer, fo~ NTIA, conducted
her on site inspection of WOCI on August 6, 1987, TARIQ

........,.. ...... .-:,,,,.,.~••,,,,,, ··;·.H l\'a"d }:)e-en- 1:"e~oved by court order from his .position as .
". ," -~T' • " '~." , .. • · e'Xecutive·.•di-rector ' still.hemet ..with ANDERSO.N...an'-l _ <r .

quided her during her inspection, though a new board
of directors had taken over the station. When NTIA
requested that WOCI provide documentation of equipment
purchases, the station was not able to comply because
the previous board of directors knew little or nothing
about the equipment or the financial status of WOCI.
The new board, which retained some of the old board
members, found themselves in the same predicament.

-4-



·' . 14. TARIQ, however did admit that ANDERSON was shown some
equipment not purchased with federal funds as evidence
of grant expenditures during her inspection, and was
not told this. He also stated that he along with other
members, guided her during her inspection. He could
not remember which board members w~re present.

15.
-

Our investigation did substantiate that'some of the
equipment listed in the approved grant~list was on
loan from·WHRW during ANDERSON's inspection. In
some cases, ANDERSON did not specifically identify
equipment by brand name, make or model number, so
it was difficult to determine what she actually saw
during her inspection. The investigation did
substantiate that a Collins 8 Mixing Console was
purchased from WHRW. According to-..: a CCA FM
Modulation Monitor, and Stereo Mon1tor, a McMartin RF
Amplifier and an Automax were pieces of equipment
on loan from WHRW. These may have been shown to
ANDERSON during her inspection, however ANDERSON
stated that she did not recall seeing.tqese items.

.·0 .._.... _.. ..

,

16. An inspection of the Federal Government· Priority Lien
for WOCI revealed that some of the items in the lien

' ".;-;'. were' not· seen by ANDERSON during her inspection, nor
'. .,: :.:-:-__;.;. ,.:-.h.a.d·adequate . documentation of. equipment.: purchases .... ;.;..'~

been secured at. the time the lien was approved. ThUS,
the lien should not have been approved ......~...

While it is the responsibility of the Office of Inspector General
to conduct investigations to ensure compliance'with the guidelines
established for Department of Commerce programs utilizing federal
funds, and to detect fraud and abuse within these programs, we
are not responsible for the day to day administration of these
programs, and are not involved in the grant decision making
process. However, simple procedures such as performing credit

"-and'criminal' his'tbry" "checks 'on 'persons a'pplyin~rfbr'PTFY'funds .'
:.....-.,...,.... ,.., .durinq-...the.. appl-ication·..·process,··· periodic ·visits··to""the grant,· .. .,. ..........---.«..

site, and peri~dic and more thorough monitoring of gra~t
expenditures could have circumvented some of the problems
encountered with this grant. .

•
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~'Based upon careful analysis of the facts obtained through this
investigation, the following recommendations are made.

1. Background checks, credit and criminal, should be obtained for·
all persons applying for PTFP funds. Fi~anc~al officers or
other personnel, who will be handling PTFP f~nds within the
grant applicant's organization should also be checked.

2. Grant recipients should also be required to segregate PTFP
funds, from other monies to ensure proper accounting of

. PTFP funds.

3. When periodic reports are filed, proof of all cash outlays
involving PTFP funds should be required, to establish that
P~FP tunds are being utilized properly.

4. The grant site should be visited periodically ~o ensure
grant compliance, to determine if grant funds a~e being
properly utilized, and to establish that the equipment
actually exists, is being installed, and is eligible for
grant purposes. . ..

. .
s. All supporting documentation for equipment purchases, proof .

'" of insurance, and the. lien on equipment ~hould be obtained .
-: ··:.r-.·~.~t;LY.e.r_iti$!d pri.or to .the. final site. inspeqtion•...Anyother- .. _

dociime'nta'tion required prior to final site insp~ction, .should
be obtained before that inspection. ."

",

6. The Federal Government Priority Lien should not be approved
until proof has been secured that the items contained in the'
lien actually exist, are in place, and adequate proof of
purchase has been secured.

7. When on site inspections are conducted, equipment inventories
should include identifying information such as serial number,

... -o.'~'..... '•. _ .........'p.:r;J~.nd.. na~e.4 •. .e.ncl/or model", number, so that the equipment may be
_.....~_. '."._'. _.JD~1;.P.h,.q._w~~h dO_Cllltt~n.t.a~ion to support purchases •. Obtaining···.m "'_.-.

this information would help to produce a more precise picture
of what was actually seen and would serve as an" aid in future
inspections.. '

8. Our final recommendation is that the qrant be cancelled,
that NTIA recover any funds from the station for undocu
mented expenses or expenditures otherwise not in accord
with the grant terms, and that all identifiable PTFP
equipment be secured.

Any comments you wish to make, should be made within 30 days,
and should indicate any action taken or considered.

-.§.-
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National

ASHIMBA TARIQ
Executive Director

OHURU Communications, Inc.
Binghamton, New York

Telecommunications and Information Administration '.
PROGRAM FRAUD

88NY16-2255

Prepared ~y Agen

Cleared ~y RIGI

Cleared by OC·

ft{&~Cleared by

~ .- -_..__ . -:' - .

Date

-_.... '-' .. ": "'~'. ~.- .......-- ._.-.



National

ABSTRACT OF INVESTIGATION

ASHIMBA TARIQ
Executive Director

UHURU Communications, Inc'.
Binghamton, New York

Telecommunications and Information
PROGRAM FRAUD

88NY16-2255

.
'.

Administration

. .

In August 1987, JOANN ANDERSON, Program Officer, for the National
Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA), Public
Telecommunications Facilities Program (PTFP), conducted an on
site inspection of the radio station, UHURU Communications, Inc.
(WOCI) , located in Binghamton, New York. WOeI, a minority operated
radio station had received a $55,138, PTFP grant in' 1986. The
funds were to be utilized to purchase and install broadcasting
equipment.

Since the grant period had expired on July 31, lS~7, the inspection
was conducted to determine whether the grant funds were utilized .

te:.. C: /'r>1.~eD~~~;r.~Yth· ..Ai~~.IM~At .~~~~fb;~- ?S~N:n;h~?~~l~'~~;b~i1~;' :t~·~·~~~~·~I~·;;fs ~~~$~g4:-·rOO· 0 .
ur~ng e nspec ~on, AN ERO was on y a e 0 accoun~ or ~ ,

, of' the 'g-rant .funds. ~e remaining funds c'cSl,iI'd- not·· be .ac'counted" for •
Also some documents needed to substantiate equipment purchases
were missing. NTIA then attempted to secure the missing documents
from TARIQ and""'" The documents were never forwarded to NTIA.

Later, NTIA received allegations that some of the radio equipment
shown to ANDERSON, the program officer,· to justify ,grant expenditures
was not equipment purchased with grant funds, but equipment on loan
from a local college. These allegations prompted a referral to the

- ..... _Office of Investigations, which resulted in the. initiation of an
investigation.•

_On March 2 1988, JOANN ANDERSON, was interviewed by Special Agent
ANDERSON provided records relative to her on site

visit. ANDERSON'S statements, along with the records she provided,
revealed the following:

On August 6, 1987, ANDERSON conducted an on site inspection of
WOCI, the recipient of a $55,138 NTIA grant, which had.expired in
July 1987. The grant funds were to be used for equipment purchases
and installation costs associated with the equipment. The grant
period ran from August 1, 1985 to July 31, 1987. By the end of the
grant period, WOCI was to have purchased all equipment and have the
station operational. If these tasks were not complete by the
expiration date they were allowed to request an extension.. .



-.

ANDERSON found both ASHIMBA TARIQ, the Executive Director of WOCI,
and Treasurer of WOCI to be very cooperative during
her on site inspection.

All documents submitted to ANDERSON to substantiate equipment
purchases_med to be in order, however, there w~re some documents
missing. informed her that _ would forward the missing
documents a ater date. These were never sent. After examining
the equipment, ANDERSON was able to account for approximately
$44,000 worth of equipment. .'

.ANDERSON also noted that the grant equipment was not labeled,
nor was it insured.

Later, ANDERSON discovered that some of the equipment vendors had
not been paid, and also concluded that some"of the grant money
may have been used to pay for operational expenses. In addition,
the learned that TARIQ had been ousted from the radio station, and
that a new board of directors had taken over. Two months after he
was ousted from the radio station, TARIQ was arrested for parole
violations.

In ANDERSON'S trip report dated August 6, 1987, 'she noted the
following: .

• ".. ' o. _.. __ • ._
• _"_' _ _ I •. -._ _ ••.,

-;..- _. --. -....;--];- "="Al'l-~'=equ-i:pnient;;- was' in place 'with -the-=exceptiofi:"of"; a -_'';''-'''.'
----'. -.- "----' --"--"reel-to-reel--tape -recorder which ·was·not-purchased-.---·'-
b ~ ftv l C- ·'·I~.· .

2. The equipment was not properly labele~, so WOeI was
instructed to. label equipment.

3. Most of the invoices were available but only some
checks were provided.

4.~was asked to provide missing documen~s by
_ , _._~~~~~t 10", 19.~.6. . ._._ __ ....

'5. 'Tne ·sta'tionwasin 'fInancial crisIs'. '~---, ..,,...-..... . .
,J

~DERSON.•~o made notations on the approved equipment list if
documentation was available. However, the equipment actually seen
was not identified by her on this list by brand name, model number,
serial number, etc. Some of the notations were questionable. The
results of her inspection were inconclusive since not all
documentation was provided.
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In a letter to WOCI, dated August 12, 1987, NTIA requested
that WCI:

1. Provide a restructuring plan (financial strategy) •

2. Obtain insurance and provide evidence of c~verage.
'. ,

3. Provide missing documentation.

4. Identify unpaid vendors and provide eviden~e of payment.

? Provide an inventory list of equipment.

6. Apply permanent labels with inventory numbers to equipment.

7. 'Provide a final accounting of the·grant.

8. Submit a letter indicating that the grant'has been completed
and equipment is installed and operating.

The records submitted by WOCI did not satisfy NTIA's request.
I who became the new board president after TARIQ was'If not cooperative, no::t;" were "board members.----' a ~

? \Q ti1 C- former member of the' new board advised ANDER~of
.: ,'..~":'"._:the. equipment- show"Yl to A.~DERSON at "''"OCI,-was misrepresented as . ,
., _. equipment ,.purchased 'with~~grant funds when -in'7."fac~ tl'i~:Fequ-ipmeh1:'~ .:f. .... .••• ",_.

-- was.. on loan--from a ·local-college.- It ·later..-became· ~pparent ·that .
~nd some Of. associates wanted control of',~he station.
On August 26, '1987, October. 21, 1987, and March 30, 1988,
forwarded documents in response to NTIA's request. The information
~rovided was incomplete, reflected equipment that was not specified
per the approved grant list, and included invoices and checks for

~ operational expenses not authorized per the grant. .
Once it became 'evident that w~CI would not comply with NTIA's
request for documentation and after receipt of allegations

- --. .. -.·_·regarding -the equipment, the case was"'-referred ·"to-the' Office "of .- - ._"--"
Inspector"'General'''- -_.... -,-" . . '..• _.-. -r ••P- •• .... _ - ••- ----.• -- - ',•• ' •

.
An inspection of the WOCI grant file, number 36-01-55387, revealed
the following: '

UHURU Communications, Inc. was awarded a $55,138 PTFP grant in
August 1985. The grant period was from August 1, 1985 to
July 31, 1987. The recipient's share of the cost was $18,380.
The grant (Financial Assistance Award) was signed by TARIQ on
August 26, 1985.
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The purpose of the grant was to provide funding for equipment
purchases as well as installation costs necessary to deve10p a
minority owned radio station.

The grant required WOCI to file a lien giving the federa1 government
an interest in PTFP property, to timely file financial status
reports on a quarterly basis, to report programmatic changes to
the program officer, and not to assign or transfer the award or
or any interest therein. The grant recipient was. not required to
maintain a separate.account·for the grant funds. '~OANN ANDERSON
was ~ppointed the Federal Project Officer.

When 'the grant application was made in 1982, the station was located
at 117 Hawley St., Binghamton, New York. The station later moved to
164 Court street, also located in Binghamton, New York, in 1985.
Application revisions were submitted to NTIA on January 10, 1984,

January 16,. 1985, and June 3, 1985. During the application process,
the station was not timely in submitting requested documentation
and its financial viability was questionable. Neither TARIQ
nor his board members had any business expertise.. ...In addition, the
grant file did not contain any background inform~tion or credit
information for weI board members or personnel.' . The cred~~~.R~~~)..
showed there was no record for WCI on file. '. ..". .'_ ..:::*.. ~'';'' ....-...,.-'':':..~.: :.=..,~ ::': .. ~..:_.:..: .,. ~_".. _.. ~ ~_.-:;'-7"'"#~":""':' _'.' .: .•. "':; '.. ;~.-:- .~_ ....;:_ .:.~~ •••:"_•• -:- ...:;.. ".: .;..-. ..··_;;:~:··~~_·:;.,r ... - .'

- -.- . Ou.ring-.the ·.co-urse· ·of·the ..qra·nt;· the fal-low·i-n~··~'Y-~nt~::tr~nspi~ea:...:- ....,..-~
.. -_.Quarterly.-reports .were not ·filed timely.· ... A-·lien -was. not· filed ·de

claring the government's interest in PTFP equipment.~· Equipment was
ordered and received. but never paid for. Used equipment was
purchased without NTIA approval. Insurance was allowed to lapse.
Equipment was stolen and replaced with used equipment, without
NTIA approval. Also some items specified in the grant as required

~ equipment were never purchased. Finally, the financial condition
of WCI deteriorated. '0

...
TARIQ was given total authority over the radio station While board

····members· remained complacent. When board members discovered that
.: . --- - -- -the'- station '''Was ·in-'financial--distress, they TARIQ""ous1:ld' 'rrom- .-...'--- - _. 
__ .his position as Executive .Director, per court order dated ._.. --' ..

July 30, 1987, six days prior to·Anderson's visit.

INTERVIEWS OF HUCI BOARp MEMBERS AND PERSONNEL

Between May 4, 1988 and May 6, 1988, Special Agent~bCelb
Federal Bureau of Investigation, and Special Agent
U.S. Department of Commerce, Office of Inspector General, Of lce
of Investigations interviewed various board members and personnel
connected with WCI.

-4-



... ~ .. _.~~--_., ...

.. .

a production
A police report

no arrests
the board.

"'----

"

• ' $"

a former board member was interviewed on M~ 1988,
regarding allegations against WOCI, which were made by...., ~
provided SUbstantively the following information:.

__was a former board member of WOCI, who ~e'si~~ed because~
~the board was not acting in the best interest of the station.
IIIFfelt they were not cooperating with ANDERSON, the program officer,
~failing to comply with her requests for docume~~ation of equipment
purchases.

~~lieves ANDERSON was shown equipment no~chasedwith federal
~ds during her inspection of the station. ~also alleged that
the new board was removing equipment from the radio station, to
prevent repossession by the Government no change.·' However, -.
did not know which pieces had been removed.

lIIIIIralso stated that between June and August 1987,.
~purchasedwith federal grant funds was stolen.
was filed, however the board was never retrieved. and
were made.1IIIIbelieves knows wh~~~~s

. be1.ieves~as"PTFP'"equ~~ment~ in"
possess~on. - .'----~.- ' -

".
IIIIIIrstated WOCI has three outstanding accounts, Northeast
~cas~ Labs, Quality Broadcasting and Francisco Tower, Inc.,
which is owed approximately $2,537. The station has bank accounts
at the following banks:

,~r.b1 c.... 1. First Jersey National Bank
2. Key Bank
3. Marine Midland

, '~'_"_-'''''''-'...... 4 '. Binghamt'on"S'avings Bank -- ... -'-"_:=.-'~ ~. '.;'••--'''. . ............:0- _.".';' .' - - :_'.~

5. Chase Eincoln "First ",; ...
6. Hugh Bache Association

. ...
a disc jockey for WOeI was interiiewed "'on

4, 1988, and provided the following information:

1. _was formerly a student at testate Univer'sity
New York SUNY and resided at
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2 ......met TARIQ through SUNY disc jockeys who were
~ing at WOCI, and began broadcasting for ~~CI in
August 1986, on a voluntary basis.

3. Before TARIQ was ousted from the radio
complete control of the radio station.
remember any board meetings being held
disc jockey and never saw any of the
at the station, with the exception of
who is· the current station manager, an
who is the assistant station manager.

1M,on, he had
could not

W J. e"was a
her bo~members

,
4. TARIQ never discussed station business and the board

members as well as the staff never seemed to know what
was going on.

5. Two or three months before TARIQ was ousted, he dis
appeared and did not come to the station for a couple

.of months. The station was in a state of havoc,
disorganized, with bill collectors calling during
broadcasting hours, demanding payment and threatening to
discontinue services. w~en TARIQ did return to the station,
he would not answer anyone's questions, and rumors began'
circulating that he was involved in drugs.

. ~ ~ .....~: . _. . '. . '.' _. . ...- .... - _.. . -.-....- .' : '....
..

. ;:.'~-":" -.. - '·6. ~- :who' was the business manager, ':'also diu ~not

.. -. "-". -- ~orne ·l.nto the station on a regular basis. ~dated '" ..
TARIQ, and after~ad a baby, _hardlY -came in at all.

1IIIIIIIIIIIr FOrmer Grants Coordinator. Business Manager

- ,
~", ", , .

•' _ I"'::'- ........ " L - , . ~. . ," ~ -. 0, _ .~ \" - .... • ,....:..:. •

. I ".'... ' '~ l' ~ • • '. - ... \ : . I. • I 1 .' '. _ •

..

Former Grants Coordinator for WOeI, was interviewed
on May 4th and 6th, 1988. 1III'statem~nt is summarized below:

;-~.'; =~-~ 1."-r:~~:~'i'O~;d

~. . ,.':~':.;~o~~~~~~·~i.ma~~;;dw=~eT:X~ie~°?ne~~~:~i~~:.
. ", in Massachusetts.. ..

3.~was formerly the grants coordinator for WOCI, and also
held the posts of Secretary and Treasurer of the Board of
Directors.~ also served as Business Manager, until
TARIQ was ousted in 1987.
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4. WOCI became operational in 1983, and as grants coordinator,
........helped the station obtain grants, including the
. federal grant, to be used to purchase equipment.

5. The grant funds were disbursed to WOCI in two checks
totaling $55,000, which were deposited into a woeI general
checking account at Binghamton Savings' Bank.. A separate
account was not maintained for the grant funds. Other
monies were also deposited into this acco~~t•

.6. Both~~nd TARIQ had check writing privileges. When
equipment was purchased with federal grant funds the
initials tlpTFpll were written on the check or check stub.

7.
\-./. -,~ ." "."

k l&, I b-,e-

WOCI also a received a $24,000 grant from the Hoyt Foundation
which was deposited into a separate account. The station
also has a Money Market account.tlllrdid not know where
the account was located. .

8. All WOCI records in~ossessionwere picked up by "
from.....~e~ as a result of a court order. .....

provided quarterly reports during ~~DERSON'S visit ......
also would be willing to meet with~ the
the current treasurer of WOCI, to o~pare

...: .:- ;~7""::. ;;. ..;.;-_.. ,,:. doculnentation. needed· to substant1ate equipme!lt pur:chases .
.... , ..- . ... ... . ... ...... ... -- .. ', .

lIIIIIIIIIr. Chief Engineer. Vice President. Board of Directors
...

Vice President of the Board of Directors, WOCI was
on May 4, 1988 and stated substantively the following:

l~urrentlY resides
and is employed with

2._met TARIQ approximately six years ago while .was
....... . .... -employed" as an' engineer for SUNY. At the time TARIQ was a

------ .... _· ..... -·-student at~-aria~:~ssociatedwith -the' col-lege-rad±o·..,.a..·.,--- ..
" station. " " .

3. When TARIQ started the radio station,_served as
volunteer enginee~., and helped instal~f the radio
equipment. At pre'sent"still serves as Chief Engineer,
and ha4.been recently e;rected as Vice President of the
Board of Directors. ~irst became a board member in 1985.

tllrreceived some compensation for'installation and engineering
expenses .;;' Checks may be found payable to which
is1llllbompany name.
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-. 4 .. In Auqust 1987, when~ discovered the station was under
going financial diffr!Ulties,1I' asked TARIQ if~could
examine the books and records and TARIQ responded negatively.
TARIQ was then ousted from the station, and the new board of
directors acquired a court order to obtain the books and
records of the station."""" then obtained the records
from the ~usinessmanager o£ WOCI.

s.tlllbelieves TARIQ is married to
~s emp~oyed with the
Binghamton, ~ew York.

o. ~further stated that none of the equipment had been removed
from the radio station, since the new board took over and
that" was not sure if ANDERSON was shown SUNY equipment
on loan to WOCI. However~did notice that the SUNY
equipment labels had been removed.

The production board (Harper Television Workshop) in the
production room, was not purchased with federal funds. The
$4,000 board purchased with federal fund~ was stolen prior
to Anderson's visit.

_ President, Board of Pir~~t~.~s....... ' .

. : :;.::~_.:.~u~r.«ani.p.r.es.ia~nt.oi th~ Boa;ci :.~f.. ·Oirec.tor~·,.· WeI, ~as.···~..
. '" ·~~9~ ..1'{ay_.~,__ :l9$a ,_ ...C!l.od -pr9y.i.d.ed the follow.~ng .inf.ormation:_ - .

1. resides at and
employed with

2. In' September 1987, '-be.e board president after TARIQ was
'ousted from the starI'on. believed the equipment in the

~ station belonged to the government and that-none from the
equipment had been removed from the station~"_also stated
that none of the equipment was on loan from area colleg~s.

..... . .- ..~ : . - .. . .. - ...- : .... ...... -~ . ..
..... hoJ_'3.;"'WC:r~;s.~r:r;.ent .....acco!Wt...iS; at a New ·Jersey ·baft}£ wh.ieh:.· ... ·.. ··,,;··

could not identify. and 'the treasurer, .
were e two signators on the account,

would be able to provide WUCI's current books
an records as well as records generated prior to"""
assumin office. would also be willing to meet
with e former board treasurer to try to
sort documentation required by NT~A.

4 •-further stated. had furnished photographs, an
~ry list of equipment and other records to NTIA, on
different occasions and has not been advised which items were
eligible for grant purposes.
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, the current Treasurer of the Board of Directors
WCI, was interviewed on May 5, 1988•• provided substantively
the following information:

. or

2.~has~been ~ssociated;with the radio stat~on sin~~.Auqust
or September.1987, and became the Board Treasurer, 1n January

~ 1988. ~started to officially keep books in March.

3.~assisted in the preparation of the forms that were sent to
JOANN ~NDERSON, using documents found at the station . .- did
not know the source of· the records. At present, day t~ay
operations of the stations are handled through this personal
checking account, because all other WOCI accpunts have liens,
with the exception of the sentinel Cash Management Fund account
at First Jersey National Bank in New Jersey.

4. further stated thatII didn't know much about the
equl.pment •

l \. -" _, ~ ) , - ~

_. ., . ~

-.
2. ASHIMBA TARIQ was the Executive Director of the station and

_
ad com lete control of the station. TARIQ, .along with

..- '._ ~ .. the Grants Coordinator, also bad· complete .
-<:,..::;. ••• ,••:•• ,·.-· ••.··,••··.con ro ·'·0 ... e'.finances ..as·.well... ·...~ ..-.· .. "'·.,·· _._._... ,. __ ._...".~ ....,.,;. ... ,.._..• ~"_.,-. .

. '.~. __~.; ::.- S5' tant tat' on ae

-~;'~~ii~~~i~:~~~~~nf~~~~i~gQf~:~~~i~:~~;~~i~~ed'----.
l~resides at - , and has

been a member of the Board of D1rectors S1nce 1982.
er members of the board were and

3. When board members inquired about the financial status of the
station, TARIQ would not respond. Finally, TARIQ was banned
from the station and ne~.board took over in September 1987.

4. Before TARIQ was ousted, he di_aDeared from the station
during June and JUly of 1987. believed he was involved
in drugs during his absence. production board was also
stolen 'in June or July of 1987. It has been rumored that a disc
jockey took the board because TARIQ owed~Oney.
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"5.'- believed the present production board and the broad-
4 casting board came from WHRW, the local college radio station.

6. At present the current board of directors is trying to
satisfy old debts.

'.

, station Manager of WOeI, was interviewed on
May 6, 1988 and provided substantially the following information:

1. WOeI was founded in 1981.~was one of the original
founding members of the board of directors. From the
inception111 has held the position of Program Director. The
station was originally located on Hawley street in
Binghamton, New York, and later moved to 164 Court street.
Some o~theeaui ment at the new site was transferred from the
old site. met TARIQ at WHRW, the SUNY radio station,
while was a student there. . .

. .'

As Executive Director of w~eI, TARIQ' had complete control
of the radio station, its employees, and controlled the

_._ .. ._ .finances. as well •. The constitution was draf1;ed to give.
~ .;':'_.. :::': .=-::. 7.:.:~::'I'~IQ·.all.;power·,-over the..board of :directors;::·....:Pew::hoard- . _..

____~._._ ..._ .. _. JQeetings were lleld. . The constitution was also designed-...._.....
so that board meetings could not be held if~ariq was not
present, and he often refused to attend a meeting so that a
meeting could not be held..... remembered a board meeting
held in April 1985. The n~oard meeting was not held
until 1987. On occasion. may have written checks for
equipment rentals, however TARIQ and~ wrote most of
the checks. .

3. In January 1986,~reSigned~positionas Production
..._ '~.-.' Manager, because was not s~ied with TARIQ's method

._.....- ... '" -..-. _... "Of· runni:-ng-~e-·"!:'aJ.o··S't:aM1:ln. ~ returned..'to ..-the....orad'i,o·--station·
~hen the new board took over. During ANDERSON' . section
of the radio station, believes ASHIMBA T~Q
.........., and ere present. does not
~9UidedANDERSON during her tour. A production board
was stolen rior to ANDERSON'S visit. There have been rumors
that , a disc jockey at the station took
the board because claimed T~Q owed"" money. A police
report was filed, ut no arrest was ever made. 'xt was later
rumored that."had left the state.
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